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TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

“Last rites” is a persistent but pesky phrase
in the Catholic lexicon, and not a particularly useful
phrase since it props open the door to
misunderstanding. Many Catholics presume it refers
to the anointing of the sick, yet there is nothing “last”
about it. Clearly, the Church desires anointing to be
celebrated fairly early on in the crisis of illness, and
not as a last measure. The Rites for the Dying stand
apart in the Church’s plan, and include two principal
rites. The first is viaticum, Latin for “food for the
journey,” the reception of Holy Communion by a
dying person. Even very active and aware Catholics
often do not realize that this “last rite” does not
require a priest’s presence, but can be conducted by
a deacon or minister of Holy Communion.

The second “last rite” in the pastoral plan is a
prayer called “Commendation of the Dying.”
Similarly, this does not require the presence of a
priest, but can be led by any minister or family
member. Too often, we have focused on what only a
priest can do, namely anoint, and have forgotten the
fullness of liturgical care that the Church desires for
its dying faithful. The “last rites” are completely
available to us even when a priest is not.

—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

YEAR OF SACRAMENTS +« ONE WORD AT A TIME

g
We were probably very young at the .

time of our first confession. Inevitably,
someone—a teacher or a parent—told us, “Tell your

sins to the priest.” Ever since that time, we may have been
reluctant or we may have been relieved, but we have always
known what we must do. We must tell our sins. Perhaps

we have never quite grasped the reason for telling our sins.
Actually, it's pretty simple.

@Brian Warling

When we tell our sins, we honestly own what we have done
and what we have failed to do. When we tell our sins, we let
them go into God's merciful hands. When we tell our sins, we
acknowledge the next steps we must take, where we must go.

Finally, we understand. This is not about embarrassment. It's
about freedom and change. And that is the work of God's grace.

POPE FRANCIS'S VISION OF HEALING AND COMMUNION
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Friday Fish Fry

Where:

Shaunessy Center
at St. Eugene Parish
5220 N. Canfield
Chicago, IL

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus
Karol Wojtyla/Pope John Paul Il
Council #14008
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We ask all of our parishioners, if you have
a loved one serving in the military,

to please contact the rectory office to give
us the name of the soldier, so the

whole parish can pray for your loved one.

A book in the church vestibule is
available for inscribing the names of all military
personnel. This book will be part of the offertory
procession from now until the war is over.

A PRAYER
LORD, HOLD OUR TROOPS IN YOUR LOVING HANDS.
PROTECT THEM AS THEY PROTECT US.
BLESS THEM AND THEIR FAMILIES
FOR THE SELFLESS ACTS THEY PERFORM
FOR US IN OUR TIME OF NEED.
WE ASK THIS IN THE NAME OF
JESUS OUR LORD AND SAVIOR. AMEN

We pray for our loved ones

who are serving in any branch of the Armed Forces during this time of conflict.

GHALEB AZROUI
CHRISTOPHER BAUER
TIMOTHY EMMETT CAROLAN
CATHY O’LEARY CHAMBERLAIN
ZBIGNIEW DUDKOWSKI
MARTY DURCAN
MATTHEW SCOTT FORREST
ANDREW HOPKINS
BRANDON JACKSON
CHRISTOPHER JENKINS
JACK KANE
JAMES TYLER MARBACH

CHRIS MARCHIORI
KEITH MILLER
MEGAN MILLER
AUGUSTINE EMEKA NDIWE
THOMAS NEUHENGEN
CATHERINE ANN (BARHAM) NEWELL
ERIC NORWOOD
VINCENT PAGE
CHAD PRITCHARD
NICHOLAS RANCH
MICHAEL SCHIPPERS, JR.

If you would like to add a name to the list, please call the rectory.
Also, please call the rectory when your loved one returns home.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT

Our mission as Catholics united in faith at St. Eugene Parish is to help bring God to people and people to
God. Through evangelization, education and being of service to each other, we strive to make our parish
community a holistic community in body, mind and spirit. It is our goal to develop, support, encourage and
empower one another in our parish ministries, so that each person can reach their human and Christian po-
tential. We are enthused about the future of St. Eugene and the whole Catholic Church and we pledge our
participation in that future. We seek dialogue and open communication with all parishioners in fulfilling the
needs of our parish. While recognizing the cultural diversities in our community, we will strive to bring all peo-
ple together in Christ under a common bond of faith, hope and love.




